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SOME PROBLEMS ON SHIH TAO'S CONVERSION
FROM BUDDHISM TO TAOISM

Hsy Fu-Kuan

Why did Shih Tao (f7#%) go twice to see Emperor Kang Hsi (FEE)? Originally a Buddhist
monk, why did he later beaome a Taoist priest? These two questions, essential to the understanding
of Shih Tao, have been disregarded by all previous scholars. Basing the three letters by Shih Tao
asking the famous painter Pa Ta Shan Jen (JUKIUA) to paint Ta Ti Cottage (CKRUEFLEMED, the
present article attempts to resolve these questions. Also, using the study of Shih Tao’s paintings as
an example, the author points out the importance of carefully examining a painting inscription in

order to verify its authenticity. The problem of the date of Pa Ta Shan Jen’s birth is also treated,
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